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Listen!  

I am standing at 
the door, 

knocking; if 
you hear my 

voice and open 
the door, I will 
come in to you 

and eat with 
you, and you 

with me.” 
 

 –Revelation 3:20, 
NRSV 
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By Eaar Oden, Lay Leader 

I have been writing quite a bit lately in my blog about 
how much one person can make a difference in the 
life of another. With our recent call to walk alongside 
Huntington Beach UMC, I thought about writing in 
this column about how one church can make a 
difference in the life of another. Obviously, a church 
building cannot make a difference in the life of 
another church building, so it all comes back to 
people in relationship with people. But, what kind of 
relationship? What could that look like? As I 
pondered this, I recalled an excellent article on 
Evangelism written by David Phillips that had 
challenged the narrow definition I had lived by. 
Rather than summarizing it for you, I have 
excerpted parts of it here: 

“We all want to get the most done in the 
least amount of time.  The more we get 
done, the better we feel about 
ourselves.  It makes us feel great to 
accomplish tasks.  What is even easier, is 
when we can accomplish those tasks with 
minimal effort.  The less effort we have to 
put into something, the less time it takes 
and the more we can get done.  Evangelism has 
become a matter of productivity for our cultural 
Christianity. 

Think of all the plans that exist for sharing the 
Gospel.  The Romans Road has five verses.  The 
Southern Baptist Convention’s F.A.I.T.H. plan is also 
five verses.  You have the colored beads plan, made 
up of five colored beads.  You have Evangelism 
Explosion, which back in the day was made up of 
four points.  Then there is Bill Bright’s Four Spiritual 
Laws. 

So we are sent out with these nice packaged plans 
that we are to memorize.  But they do not help us 
deal with one thing:  we were never taught to do 
apologetics (among a lot of things we are not 
taught).  These plans were supposed to get you in 
and get you out of a spiritual conversation.  If people 
didn’t accept Jesus, then move on.  The goal is to 
share the message and if they don’t accept the 
message, shake the dust off your feet and go to the 
next house. 

It’s easier to pick low hanging fruit than to work the 

soil.  But if we don’t work the soil, there can be no 
fruit trees planted. 

The parable of the soil in Matthew 13 has as many 
different understandings as translations of the Bible it 
seems.  So while I do not wish to spend time on the 
interpretation, I do want to make what appear to be 
obvious statements about the passage: 

“Listen! A farmer went out to plant some 
seeds. As he scattered them across his field, 
some seeds fell on a footpath, and the birds 
came and ate them. Other seeds fell on 

shallow soil with underlying rock. The 
seeds sprouted quickly because the 
soil was shallow. But the plants soon 
wilted under the hot sun, and since they 
didn’t have deep roots, they died. Other 
seeds fell among thorns that grew up 
and choked out the tender plants. 8 Still 
other seeds fell on fertile soil, and they 
produced a crop that was thirty, sixty, 
and even a hundred times as much as 
had been planted! (Matthew 13:3b-8, 

NLT) 

The one thing that strikes me as being more 
important to the productivity of the seeds is the 
quality of the soil.  It is obvious whether we are trying 
to interpret this passage or grow tomatoes that the 
soil makes the difference.  The seeds do not take 
root and bear fruit until they find good soil.  Whatever 
else Jesus is saying here, He is making a direct 
observation about the need to work the soil so that it 
is productive.  Hard soil must be broken up.  Rocky 
and overgrown soil must be cleaned out.  Shallow 
soil must be properly built up.  Of course Jesus could 
also be making another point, one of even greater 
importance.  Do not plant the seeds in soil that is not 
ready for it. 

If that last statement is true, we have a determination 
to make.  We have to determine if the soil is ready 
for the seed of the Gospel.  How do we do that with a 
hit and run, share and move on experience?  It 
seems to me that if we are going to make a soil 
determination, we have to know the soil, examine the 
soil, and spend time with the soil.  If the soil is not 

(See “Evangelism” Continued on page 3) 

 For each person 
that comes into 

your life you 
have a 

responsibility to 
simply do the 

task assigned to 
you by God.  
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For each person that comes into your life you 
have a responsibility to simply do the task 
assigned to you by God. Again, this is a matter of 
obedience, not a matter of seeing conversions or 
a matter of presenting some plan of salvation. 
Success for you may be simply preparing the soil, 
creating a true picture of Jesus and the 
transformative change and perfect love He brings 
in to a person’s life. Some people are more 
oriented to soil development while some are more 
oriented to picking the fruit. For some 
relationships you may be the fruit picker and for 
another you develop the soil or water the seeds. 
Success in evangelism is fulfilling your role in the 
life cycle of the person’s life. Success is not 
presenting the gospel message to every one you 
know through a canned presentation, often 
attempting to guilt them into a decision. This 
requires us to be in tune with the Holy Spirit, 
depending on Him to help us see our role and to 
see and take advantage of the opportunities 
presented to us. 

Paul wept for those who did not have a 
relationship with Jesus. But he also knew his role 
in the lives of those he met.” 

What is your role in the life of our church body and 
its ministries?  In the life of HBUMC our sister 
church and its community? 

Pray on it. Share it. Act on it! 
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August 3rd—7th 
9:00 a.m.—12 noon 

4 years old to 5th grade! 
$15 a child/$30 per family 

 

Sign up your children, grandchildren, and neighbors today! 

� � � � � � �
Fountain Valley United Methodist Church 
A Bible Teaching Church For All Ages�

(Continued from page 2) 

ready for seed, do we still try to plant the seed 
anyway?  Or do we work the soil until it can handle the 
seed? In other words, are we just broadcasting the 
seed with no regard to the heart of the hearer or are we 
developing the relationships with people because we 
love them and want to be around them?  Then if the soil 
becomes ready, we make the effort to plant the seed 
when the time is appropriate and God opens the 
opportunity. 

Evangelism must be a love relationship, 
not a project 

Evangelism requires an investment in the lives of 
people. Success in evangelism is in doing your part to 
develop the soil so that the seed of the gospel is ready 
for planting, not a drive-by sharing of the Gospel. I 
Corinthians 3: 5-9 reminds of how Paul viewed success 
in evangelism: 

What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? 
Only servants, through whom you came to 
believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his 
task. I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but 
God made it grow. So neither he who plants nor 
he who waters is anything, but only God, who 
makes things grow. The man who plants and the 
man who waters have one purpose, and each will 
be rewarded according to his own labor. For we 
are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, 
God’s building. (NIV) 
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Revelation Class! 
Chuck Schussman 
is leading a class 
through the book of 
Revelation. Come 
join us each 
Wednesday night 
from 6:00 - 8:30 in 
the multipurpose 
room. Recordings 
of the class will be 
available on the 
Church website for 
those who are 
unable to attend.  
 
Theology of the Reformers class meets every 
Sunday morning from 9:45 - 10:45 in Room 205. 
All are welcome. Class discussion is led by 
Chuck Schussman.  
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August 9—15  
 

The High School Group is 
heading to Shaver Lake 
for a week of camping, fun 
and teaching.  Pastor Dan 
is doing the teaching this 
year.   The kids will spend 
time on the lake water-

skiing, plus we will enjoy big group games and 
worship.  Please contact Pastor Tim for more 
information. 

Photo courtesy of Sean Goebel 

Keep your day open for August 30th.  The 
UMM gourmet cooks are planning another 
feast for that day!  Details to follow! 
 
We unfortunately have to cancel our “kite 
day event” due to a lack of “breeze”.  Sorry 
about that—maybe next season. 
 
Please keep your calendars free for our 
Mount Kare Camp Retreat October 2-4.  
Seven Pastors are scheduled to go! 
 
The “Letters from Dad” program is getting 
close to kick off,  See Pastor Dan or Mike 
Kennan for Details. 
 
Want a giant sized blessing?  Visit the 
multipurpose room on Wednesday nights!  
Curious?  Stop in and visit at 7:00 p.m.! 
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August 
Birthdays! 

 
 

2        Stone, Larry 
             Alonso, Alexandra 
3           Schwerin, Al 
             Wood, Scott 
4           Ruck, Julie 
7           Class, Margaret  
8           Koopman, Bill 
             Mercer, John 
             Logsdon, Nicole  
             Pedersen, Jake  
10         Bolar, Jenna 
11         Bennett, Vici 
             Luippold, Bard 
             Nehrbass, Caleb 
12         Bohlen, Sue 
13         Armand, Victor 
14         Hatmaker, Daniel 
             Hopkins, Dean 
15         Jennings, Susan 
16         Anderson, Mary  
             Bolar, Luke 
18         Chantanop, Vivien 
20         Smerieri, Gina 
21         Woodward, Baylie 
22         Jabenphu-Mansouri, Lily 
23         Schwerin, Annette 
25         Berg, Ruth          
             Smith, Duane 
             Garvin, Don 
29         Collins, Steve 
31         Castle, Connie 
             Donley, Linda 
             McConnell, Curt                
 

If your name has accidentally 
been left off the birthday list, 

please call the church office and 
let us know!. Thank you! 
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Fountain Valley United Methodist Church 
A Bible Teaching Church For All Ages�

Santa Ana District 
26th Annual Meeting 

 

Saturday, September 19, 2009 
8:30 a.m.—12:00 noon 

 
Light of the Canyon United Methodist Church 

101 South Chaparral Court, Anaheim 
 

Speaker: Lydia Cincore Templeton of  The Children, Youth and Family Collaborative of Los Angeles 
 

Please be with us as the women of the Santa Ana District gather to review, preview, and look forward.  
As we prepare to PASS ON to another year, we will present a budget, propose our 2010 pledge to 

California-Pacific conference, elect and install officers, and distribute “the Book”,  
the annual district handbook. 

 
Registration fee of $10 (checks payable to FVUMW).   
Please RSVP  to Merna Young  by September 5, 2009.   

Alice Project 
Start saving your toiletry items now for BCIS! 

We will start collecting toiletry items in October, but start saving now!   
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Fountain Valley United Methodist Church 
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The Cross and The Flame 
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www.fountainvalleyumc.org/preschool 


