Pastor John McFarland

Listen!
| am standing a
the door,
knocking; if
you hear my
voice and open
the door, | will
come in to you
and eat with
you, and you
with me.”

—Revelation 3:20,
NRSV

Rethink

By Eaar Oden, Lay Leader

Two and half years ago at my very first meeting as
Ad Board Chair | asked the gathered leaders what
“God sized” vision God might be calling us to. |
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Conference in 1965 had 212,000 members and now
has over 350,000 members. Desiring to be faithful,
even with our doubts, we began looking in particular

was led to ask this question by the example from the where God might be at work.

church study “Experiencing God” of a church
cluster responding to the World’s Fair coming to
their local area. They saw the opportunity, but
wondered how they could possibly minister to
millions of people. We saw in the study how God
provided the resources through their faithfulness. (If
you haven’t taken “experiencing God” or don’t
recall the story please ask me.)

| had no idea at that time what FVUMC’s God sized
vision was. | just knew God was moving and it
could only happen through the power of the Holy
Spirit. We couldn't engineer it, jump start it, plan it,
or organize it. Instead, just look and listen for tvha
God was already doing. About 4 months after that,

Shortly thereafter, | wrote a letter to our Bishop
affirming her comments in an article she wrote
lamenting about the United Methodist church resting
more on the strength of its institution than the
strength of its movement. | asked her to appoint a
time of prayer and repentance for the whole
conference. She responded publicly in favor of that
at the time and though it hasn't yet happened, doors
suddenly began to open.

At that year’s Annual Conference, | was appointed
to the Conference Board of Church and Society and
have since had several opportunities to express my
heart to the Bishop in person. Ric Seaver was

we heard the call for a Bible reading and repentance appointed to the Young Adult council and Pastor

weekend and were blessed with practically the
whole church participating in over 80 hours of
reading through the Bible, cover to cover, non stop,
also praying the entire time, repenting as a church
and seeking God.

It was a few months after that, that our Council of
Servant leaders went on a retreat to seek God’s
vision for our church. Over an evening, night and
morning of prayer they clearly and unanimously
heard the call to lead in our United Methodist
Conference. At the time it seemed an impossible,
almost ridiculous task. FVUMC, a small church of a
couple hundred people, with a Bible teaching,
evangelistic Pastor who had been marginalized
within the conference leadership...well, what could
we possibly do?

John was reappointed as the Chair of the Board of
evangelism. After years of being on the outside of
the inner workings of the conference, Pastor John
was personally invited by the Bishop to serve as
counsel for her on the issue of repentance in the
conference with 3 others. Subsequently, Pastor John
was then selected by his fellow pastors, to head up
our Mid-Coast cluster of 7 churches.

Last year, we began to have a sister relationship
with HB First, collaborating with them on car
washes, youth choir, etc. They are a church
struggling to survive. Our entire congregation even
worshipped with them a few months ago and all
were blessed. At this year’s Annual Conference |
witnessed the pain of people whose churches were
being closed and it grieved me that HB could
potentially go through that. That said, the greater

The conference was dying, going from over 218,000 pain for me would be that the land, that community,

members in 1965 to 85,000 in 2009, while at the

which was anointed by God would no longer serve

same time the population of the area around us moreHim, that the flame of the United Methodist church

than doubled and we are still losing about 1,000
members each year. As a contrast the N. Georgia

could be extinguished in that place. Yet, it appears
God has other plans!

(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued on page 3)

RETHINK CHURCH

(Continued from page 1)

Just last month, as Pastor John and | were attending a
District conference, Pastor John was nominated and
then voted on unanimously to serve on a new
Hispanic Board of our district, which has just been
entrusted with a million dollar grant to get Hispanic
ministry going within our district. At Annual
Conference, Pastor John and | met with the District
Hispanic Team Leader Sergio Camacho about
providing HB and FV a team to grow Hispanic

ministry in both churches.

Then just this last Wednesday, Pastor John was
appointed by the Bishop as Pastor over both HB
First and FVUMC to help HB revive the ministry
that once flourished there.

There is much, much more, but space is limited in

this newsletter and we need to share this process as a
family. God has clearly moved. All that has happened
was NOT sought after, but merely responded to, as
God opened doors.

The door has now swung wide open and our
congregation and staff now have a clear calling and
we will be listening and looking for all that God has
to offer us. | pray that each one of you will see this
opportunity in terms of how God wants you to
respond as part of the body. There are costs to
answering God’s call in our lives. | have experienced
this personally in recent years. The cost of change,
the cost of time, financial costs, the cost of givipg
the comfort how we like “our” church and “our”
Christian life to be.

My first response to this as Lay Leader is to cakhsis
a congregation to prayer. Ttesinday, June 28 |
would like to hold a gathering...a “Holy

Assembly” at noon.This will call for a shortening of
our 11 a.m. services to connect, primarily in prayer,
and also in conversation about the exciting days
ahead.

EEE T, Bl

e

Our denomination, the © &
United Methodist Church |

has asked all of its o
churches across the worlg
to a new process of
defining church in the 21 | [REESSSSRRE

tury. “Rethink |
iR OP EN.

Was A Verb”

¥
It seems God has given t|
the perfect opportunity to_!
answer that question! &



Fountain Valley United Methodist Church
A Bible Teaching Church For All Ages
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% Vacation Bible School 2009

VBS is approaching soon,... Au§'3- 7. It's so rewarding to come together
a family in preparation of this fun event. If you woukeklto participate, but art
unable to attend, please consider donating some of tbeving items that we’ll
be using for decorations and crafts. We also appreciateggm@rous monetary : ;
donations which offset the cost of snacks and supplies. Y 1]
For some of the crafts: wxperience ¥ Discover (G@Qveryunere

brown butcher paper

white butcher paper

gray, black, white , brown tempera paint

various sized boxes — no smaller than a large, double-paal box
star cookie cutters (approx 3” diameter)

For decorations to enhance our campground theme:
(These will all be returned to you. Please mark witlr y@ame.)

artificial Christmas trees (no decorations)

rolled up sleeping bags, lanterns, camp stove,
backpacks, pup tents

artificial flowers

stuffed forest animals (squirrels, bears, birds, raccoons)
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CHURCH HISTORY IS BEING MADE TODAY!

(Continued from page 2)
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Fountain Valley United Methodist Church
A Bible Teaching Church For All Ages
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We will be having
our regular meeting
on July 8" from
5:15 pmto 7 pm
and all women are
invited to
participate in our planning meetings.

WOoMEN'S Y MINISTRY

We are also currently praying through a
Retreat decision and would love help from
anyone feeling led to be involved in putting on
a one-day women'’s retreat.

Susan Mercer

IR, HIGH]
ALPIRNE

July 19—25

The junior high youth group will be going up to
Alpine Christian Conference Center for a week
of fun. While at camp the kids will enjoy the
pool, a high adventure course, Bible teaching,
lots of worship, and big group games. Learn
more about Alpine at www.alpine-cc.org

Hicu Scrool Suaver Lake

August 9—15

The High School Group is
heading to Shaver Lake
for a week of camping, fun

= e 4 and teaching. Pastor Dan
Photo courtesy of Sean Goebels doing the teaching this
year. The kids will spend
time on the lake water-skiing, plus we will enjoy big
group games and worship.

Revelation Class!
Chuck Schussman
is leading a class
through the book of
Revelation. Come
join us each
Wednesday night
from 7:00 - 8:30 in
the multipurpose
room. Recordings
of the class will be
available on the
Church website for
those who are un-
able to attend.

/68T ‘Waesniar MaN ayl, uesld/ 1od aAeIsSno

Theology of the Reformers class

meets every
Sunday morning from 9:45 - 10:45 in Room 205.
All are welcome. Class discussion is lead by
Chuck Schussman.
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2 Congratulations to 2009 Award Winners and ﬁ
Grads!!

v
% (This is a continuation from last month’s graduation list. If you or a
q' loved one has graduated, please let the church office know so we ﬁ
q' can acknowledge their accomplishment and rejoice with you!) ﬁ
N Our preschool director, Donna Mclnteer , received a BS s
Y in Child & Adolescent studies from Cal State Fullerton! s
2% Ve
4 Jacob Mercer graduated from 8th grade! He also ¢
received Sports Awards at his school, Liberty
4 Christian. He got awards for each sport he played two g
4 Shield (which is for the athlete who exhibits the greatest v
4 ability in the skill of the game) and one Mighty In Spirit
q' (which is the athlete who, through word and deed, ‘P
influences others by exemplifying the character of Christ
4 and the power of the Holy Spirit) AND...He also was
4, given the David Award (which is for the boy that best e
4, exemplifies Christ, both on and off the court). S
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July
Birthdays!

1 Pamela Arends-King
Jeanne Losoya
Susan Mercer
Emily Quiroz
Steve Matheny
Ann Boyer
Jinny Kim
6 Nancy Hollenbeck
Lindsey Ruck
7 Bonnie Kim
Joy Metcalf
Kerianne Occhino
8 Gaylyn Stone
9 Robyn Vandewalle
10 Cindy Clendenin
Don Morris
Susan Rimdzius
11 Kathy Blake
Megan Vandewalle
13 Linda Davey
14 Daniel De Alonso
16 Caleb Oden
Sharon Reynolds
17 David Price
18 Brian Summers
Joan Zehring
19 Debbie Iverson
Dick Martin
20 Dennis Olson
Liz Wilson
26 Tyler Clendenin
28 Dave Smith
31 Shelly Peters
Jim Speicher
Sean Woodward

A WN

If your name has accidentally
been left off the birthday list,
please call the church office and
let us know!. Thank you!
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Fountain Valley United Methodist Church
A Bible Teaching Church For All Ages

Youth Choir 2009
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The Cross and The Flame
Fountain Valley United Methodist Church
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