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Pastor John McFarland 

This is both a challenging and exciting time 
in the life of our church body. As in the 
case of many churches in United Methodist 
and other mainline denominations, we 
seem to have been resting on the strength 
of our institution, faithfully founded 46 
years ago, rather than the strength of our 
movement. The Council of Servant leaders 
sees God leading us to a spiritual rebirth, 
rather than a shoring up of old structures. 
Timothy Whitaker, a United Methodist 
Bishop from Florida was recently 
commenting on the decline in our churches. 
He was asked, "What is the future of The 
United Methodist Church?" His comments 
spoke deeply to us about the renewal of 
purpose: 
“Those congregations that are stagnant or 
declining need, in general, a spiritual 
rebirth that comes from a recovery of a 
missional purpose, an intentional process 
of transformation and a reconnection to 
their communities. Transformation of 
existing congregations is very hard, but far 
from impossible. 
We should not be Pollyannaish about our 
problems as a church or resigned to 
continual decline. The church of Jesus 
Christ has remarkable resiliency because, 
while it is human, it is the body of Christ 
animated by the Holy Spirit. 
I have studied enough church history to 
know the church is always dying and 
always being resurrected. As G.K. 
Chesterton observed: Five times in the 
history of the church, it seemed the church 
had died and gone to the dogs, but it was 
the dog that died. 

As a part of the apostolic and catholic 
church, The United Methodist Church 
participates in this same resiliency of the 
body of Christ. We would not want it any 
other way because every generation must 
live by faith and engage in risk-taking 
mission, rather than distort the identity of 
the church as a self-satisfied, comfortable, 
ingrown society. “  
Does that message ring true for you? Your 
Council of Servant Leaders is hearing the 
Lord call us to a renewal of purpose. We 
have asked our Lay Leader, Eaar Oden to 
form a Leadership Discovery Team 
comprised of a large cross section of lay 
members in our church. This team will 
seek God using the “Experiencing God” 
Biblical model, to discover where God is 
at work in the life of our body and the 
world around us and how we might join 
Him. This team will prayerfully seek 
God’s will through prayer, bible study, 
conversation, Godly counsel and 
confirmation. We will be seeking your 
thoughts to help guide us in asking the 
right questions as we go through this 
process. A verse for this month as we 
begin our new journey is: Galatians 6:9-
10, “Let us not lose heart in doing good, 
for in due time we will reap if we do not 
grow weary. So then, while we have 
opportunity, let us do good to all people, 
and especially to those who are of the 
household of the faith.” 
 
Your Servant Leaders, 
Jere Vandewalle, Eaar Oden, Karen 
Olson, Molly Marbut, Asencion 
Velasquez, Pastor’s Tim, Dan and John. 
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What’s new??   

 
Be surprised at what 

you find in the 
Reference Room on 

the 2nd floor! 
 

Come see our new 
addition! 



� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �The Cross and The Flame 
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Mission Moment 
 

June 7th 
  

at  
 

6:00 p.m.  
 

in the  
 

Sanctuary   
 

Eaar Oden will present  
his missionary work in Africa!   

 
Stay tuned for more  

information in the weekly  
bulletin announcements 



 

Mosley and Charlotte Hsieh spent much time preparing to 
deliver an offering to the Lord with the piece, “For the 
Beauty of the Earth.”  It is a complicated anthem, and our 
choir performed it beautifully, to the glory of God.  
 
Our choir kids were tired by the end of the day, but 
enthusiastic about the opportunities the day offered. They 
not only represented FVUMC that day, but were 
ambassadors for the Lord in their gift of song. Ours was 
one of the smallest choirs participating, but their voices 
were strong. We are blessed to have the youth choir 
opportunity at our church. 
 
Robyn Vandewalle 

� � � � � � �Fountain Valley United Methodist Church 
A Bible Teaching Church For All Ages 
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How do you bring more than one hundred 
children together, provide training in their 
choral performance, and create a worship 
service that blesses the Lord as well as 
those attending, all in one day? You could 

ask Rebecca Thompson, Guest Director for the 2009 
Choristers Guild Festival at St. Mark’s Presbyterian 
Church in Newport Beach. From the time she stepped in 
front of all the combined children’s choirs (more than 
15), she had their attention and respect. Ms. Thompson 
and the Choristers Guild worked hard to teach these 
children better technique and to strive for excellence in 
performance. 
 
They weren’t the only ones working. Each choral group 
had an opportunity to sing a piece from its repertoire.  
Our own FVUMC Youth choir, directed by Aaron 
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United Methodist Women Open House April 17th 

� � � � � � �Fountain Valley United Methodist Church 
A Bible Teaching Church For All Ages 

Combined Service/BBQ with HBUMC on April 19th 

Easter Sunrise Service @ Newport Beach 



� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �The Cross and The Flame 

The BBQ event sponsored by FVUM Men and the 
Huntington Beach UMC on their campus, was both a 
culinary “revival” as well as a spiritual one! Brian 
Donley, James Kempf, and John Stambol performed 
absolute magic with their BBQ tools. What a feast! They 
served up hamburgers and hot dogs to an estimated crowd 
of 300+ eager eaters. Do your palate a big time favor and 
don’t miss the next one coming up soon! These guys can 
cook! 
 

Another UMM event that you do not want to miss is the 
Men’s retreat scheduled for October 2-4, 2009. The Holy 
Spirit will greatly bless all attendees, I guarantee it! In 
light of the economic times, we have been empowered to 
offer one, two and three day fees, so if you cannot attend 
full time, you can still come at a reduced price. There are 
also scholarships available. Please see any of our Pastors 
or Mike Kennan to make discreet arrangements. Do not 
let the lack of funds keep you from this great event. The 
retreat is open to all men from high school seniors to 
extremely senior seniors. 
 

The FVUMM are looking for a few good men to join in 
discipleship groups that feature not only fellowship and 
support, but also Bible study! When you join you will 
receive a brand new study Bible to keep as your own. 
You will also learn a helpful method for starting your 
own Discipleship/Bible study group that has proved to be 
painless as well as effective in the past. You can join an 
existing group, or if you want to start with a brand new 
group we will join with you at a time of your choosing. 
We are available 24/7. According to scripture, men's 
fellowship and real accountability with other men are 
critical to our daily walk. Lay down your excuses and 
spend some time with some guys like you, who want to 
know Jesus more and more.  
 

The cost of joining a group….zero dollars…. 
The value of the blessings and benefits….priceless. 

 

Stay tuned for a new program coming your way called 
“Letters from Dad” which is a follow-up to the blessings 
we received from “the Promise Keepers”. 
 

-Mike Kennan                            

UMC District  
Mission Study 

 

Saturday, June 13, 
2009 

 
8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 

 
Giving our Hearts Away 

Native American Survival 
 

Hear some voices of Native American Nations and 
people in the midst of their changing history  

within the United States.   
 

Community United  Methodist Church 
6652 Heil Ave  Huntington Beach 

 
Please RSVP to Merna Young (714-963-3320)  

by June 1. 

��
��������	��  
1    Jere Vandewalle 
4    Gary Ashcraft 
      Suzanne Oden 
6 Kathleen McFarland 
8    Tesla Silvers 
9    David Williams 
11  John DellaSanta 
      Vincent Occhino 
13  Bill Price 
      Julie Rimdzius 
14  Joy Bonthius 
16 Linda Miller 
17  Kent Stewart 
18  Nancy Jarachovic 
20  Steve Miller 
      Suzanne Vandewalle 
24  Hannah Alves 
28 Reed Anderson 
29  James Kempf 
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� � � � � � �Fountain Valley United Methodist Church 
A Bible Teaching Church For All Ages 

July 19—25 
 

The junior high youth group will be going up to 
Alpine Christian Conference Center for a week 
of fun. While at camp the kids will enjoy the 
pool, a high adventure course, Bible teaching, 
lots of worship, and big group games.  Learn 
more about Alpine at www.alpine-cc.org  

August 9—15  
 
The High School Group is 
heading to Shaver Lake for a 
week of camping, fun and 
teaching.  Pastor Dan is doing 
the teaching this year.   The 

kids will spend time on the lake water-skiing, plus we will 
enjoy big group games and worship. 

Photo courtesy of Sean Goebel 
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New Adult Bible 
Study! 

 

The Book of 
Revelation 

 
New Class Starting on 
June 10th!  If you have 
questions regarding the last 
book in the Bible, or if you 
want to see what the Bible 
says about God's plan in 
these Last Days, of if you 
just like discussing God's greatness with fellow believers, 
then please plan to come to our new Bible study on the 
book of Revelation.  The class will meet each Wednesday 
night from 7:00 – 9:00 PM in the church library.  The first 
meeting will be on Wednesday, June 10th.  The class will 
be lead by Chuck Schussman.  We hope to see you there! 

The school year is winding down.  God has truly 
blessed us with a great year.  We have very gifted 
teachers who love the Lord and are a joy to work 
with.  It also has been a busy year with; Daddy and 
Me Night, Thanksgiving Feast, Birthday Party for 
Jesus, PJ & Pancake Breakfast, Open House, 
Mommy & Me Night, Family Night Potluck, 
Chapels, Firefighter and Dentist visits, and 
upcoming Family Picnics.  Please keep the 
preschool and the staff in your prayers.  We want to 
be sensitive to God’s direction and the needs of the 
families He has put into our preschool. 
In His Grace, 
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Fountain Valley United Methodist Church 
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The Cross and The Flame 


