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Listen!  

I am standing at 
the door, 

knocking; if 
you hear my 

voice and open 
the door, I will 
come in to you 

and eat with 
you, and you 

with me.” 
 

 –Revelation 3:20, 
NRSV 

We’re moving toward functioning better as a TWO CAMPUS CONGREGATION! This 
summer I’ve loved preaching three times each Sunday. We have great lay leaders and staff 
to cover the transition time between the services. Pray for wisdom as we discern the most 
effective service schedule later this Fall.  
 
The First UMC of HB is stepping out in new directions as they are investing for growth. 
Their church council decided to build a CHANGEABLE COPY SIGN in their perfect 
corner with a stop sign! The proceeds from their annual SHRIMP BOIL October 17th will 
go toward this wonderful outreach to the neighborhood. Tickets are $12 for adults $5 for 12 
and under.  
 
We welcome ANGEL ROMERO our new Lay Missionary to the FV Hispanic service. 
Angel has been the worship leader at Orangethorpe UMC for the past two years and is 
stepping up to lead our ministry to Latinos. Acencion Velasquez and his family, who have 
been with us since the beginning, are continuing in commitment to our Hispanic 
congregation, and Ascencion is working toward becoming a Lay Pastor.  Among other 
wonderful changes, this worshipping body will contribute all their tithes to the general fund 
of their church, FVUMC! The new members coming from this fellowship will function on 
all our regular committees and leadership teams. 
 
Superintendant Suzanne Oden has put together a marvelous new SUNDAY SCHOOL 
TEAM. With veteran Tammy Harakas leading as the Kingdom Kids director. Teachers: 
Mikaela & Kendall McFarland (2&3 year olds), Alex Alonso (Pre-K and Kindergarten), 
Justin Morris and Jinny Kim (1&2 grade), Kimberly Van Auken (3&4 grade), and Jere & 
Robin Vandewalle (5&6th  grade). The curriculum will center around Godly Character traits 
exhibited in the animal Kingdom. New families will find their children excited about the 
lessons, crafts and applications to living daily as Christ’s disciples.  
 
MUSICAL THEATRE is here! Every Wednesday starting September 9th from 3:30 to 5:00 
Cindy Clendenin and Shelly Peters will lead our children in preparing for a new Christmas 
Musical. What a great way to present the good news of Jesus Christ for the Holy- days.  
A new era is here. We are passionate in our Love for God in daily worship. We are Loving 
our Neighbors through Welcome home and other acts of caring. We are Connecting in 
Ministry by building bridges of revival beyond our curbs and going to those who don’t 
know wherever the Spirit leads. 
 
Grace for this and each new Day in Christ, 
 
Pastor John  
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September 
Birthdays! 

 
 

1      Thibault, Birdie 
3      Beverley, Glima 
        Mulak, Elizabeth 
4      Anson, Alice 
        Donley, Madeleine 
5      Reynolds, Steve 
6      Metcalf, Jack 
8      Davidson, Jan 
        Bonthius, Jamie  
9      Tanner, Rick 
        Ketsdever, Jocelyn 
10     Fawcette, Matthew 
13     Clendenin, Colby 
         Dennler, William "Bill" 
14     Ashcraft, Peggy 
        Dennler, Pam 
        Anderson, Rachel 
15  Magallan-Wood, Jesse 
16     Reed, Lora 
17     Agagas, George 
        Woodward, Brett 
18     King, Arend 
19     Castle, Bill 
        Isaacs, Barbara 
20     Nehrbass, Sonny 
22     Handy, Harry 
26     Kruger, Patty 
28     Beverley, William "Bill" 
29     Bonthius, Jonathan 
        Stevens, Justin 
30     Scott (Wood), Rebecca 

 
 

If your name has accidentally 
been left off the birthday list, 

please call the church office and 
let us know!. Thank you! 
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The Trustees have some ongoing projects to upgrade the appearance 
and safety of the church property, and are striving to perform routine 
maintenance tasks without undue strain on the Church budget!  We 
appreciate that you are bearing with us in these matters, and we really 
do want you to call when an emergency repair issue arises.  (We have 
a strict policy of NOT blaming the messenger for the bad news!) 
As this is written, the window-replacement project for the Education 
Bldg. is in progress, and should be complete by the time this is 
published.  It is getting done now because of major support from our 
Preschool organization.   It is a huge improvement for this facility, 
and will eliminate a safety hazard for small children.  The old-style 
windows are 40+ years of age and would not even meet minimum 
codes if we built the same structure today. 
Around the Church property, there are some areas currently devoid of 
landscaping, but we are addressing this.  1) On the western border, 
our old and overgrown shrubbery was not only unsightly, but had 
become a security issue as people had been found sleeping in it.  It 
has been removed, and one of our current Eagle Scout candidates has 
a project in the works to replant the area (with drought-resistant 
varieties), and to rework the sprinkler system.  2) Next to our patio, 
the row of trees was removed because the roots were threatening to 
damage the wall.  We are going to suggest a tree-planting project to 
one of the upcoming Eagle Scout candidates.  3) Another Eagle Scout 
candidate is proposing to upgrade the appearance of the area by our 
storage sheds, and make a better facility for the storage of some of 
the Scout property. 
 
We have upgraded much of the outdoor lighting around the Church 
property, and believe that you will notice the difference if you are 
here at night.  There are still some more improvements to be made, 
but we are pleased with the results so far.   
We are grateful for God’s provision in all of this, and we thank you 
all for your patience and support. 
 
In His Service, 
Gary Ashcraft, Trustee Chair 
�
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Fountain Valley United Methodist Church 
A Bible Teaching Church For All Ages�

Santa Ana District 26th Annual Meeting 
 

Saturday, September 19, 2009 
8:30 a.m.—12:00 noon 

 

Light of the Canyon United Methodist Church 
101 South Chaparral Court, Anaheim 

 
Speaker: Lydia Cincore Templeton of  The Children, 

Youth and Family Collaborative of Los Angeles 
 

Please be with us as the women of the Santa Ana 
District gather to review, preview, and look forward.  
As we prepare to PASS ON to another year, we will 

present a budget, propose our 2010 pledge to 
California-Pacific conference, elect and install officers, 

and distribute “the Book”,  
the annual district handbook. 

 
Registration fee of $10 (checks payable to FVUMW).   
Please RSVP  to Merna Young  by September 5, 2009.   
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SEPTEMBER 11th  
A DAY OF 

REMEMBRANCE  
Church open all day for 

prayer . 
 
 

Noon- 1:00 pm  
Our community will come 

together to for a service of “Memory and Hope” in 
the face of despair.  
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The Cross and The Flame 
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